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Ebert inquires in the letter column
as to the nature of arguments and/
or disagreements in fannish fami =
lieSessssowell, I can't speak for
any other fan femilies, but I can
compare our own with other,non=fan
acquaintancess s« .the result seems
to be that in comparison this par=
ticular residence is in a stabe of
continual wedded blisSesvessebhis
is all the more peculiar in view of
of our rether, to put it mildly,

different personaliticssss.l bthink -
it was Gem Carr who described Buck as "Ole lian Placid',..while not com=
pletely aeccurate, that paints a pretty good outward pictures.s.he is,to
use & general term, unemotional,....L, on the contrary,have a personal=.
ity best deseribed -once by Stephen Leacock, and paraphrasing roughly,.
I am the type who goes:off wildly in all directions &t oncés.....still,
there are remarkably few disagreements, partially I believe because our
fan and family activities are pretby thoroughly a result of the "divi- ' -
sion of labor" theory....the more I consider my weird customs, the more:
I am convinced that none but a fan-oriented husband of unemotional tTem=
perament could put up with me....thers is my left-ower childhood habit
of trotting around the house barefoot, my attitude that housework 1s 3
somewhat in' the  category of an inveluntary- activity to' be' brushed  asilde
as quickly’ as‘ possible {(not an ulcer: producing dedication = an: ideea-
seemingly: held by a number of npn-fan- wives- of* my- acquaintance),my pen-
chant for loud; everythinghbutethenkitchen-sink-music-of'types most
people scorn: - ie.e.-African exotica, rock and roll, movie background.
scores =~ ,- there is' my uninspired cooking based on the theory that the-
chief consideration iz ease’ of preparation and edibility (the latter
mostly by my standards), there are my weird- personal foibles and phob=-
jas: I loathe wearing high«heeled shoes, makeup, and nylons, I love
dangle earrings' and musk base perfume, I‘sleep with two pillows - one
bene ath my head wnd one over it (sort of en egghead sendwich), I have
16 letter file folders and a lgrge number of notebooks and maps pertalnm
ing to an imaginary planet (and about which I'm constantly writing nov-
els, which are promptly filed with the rest of the material)sssesssin
short, I think I would probably drive & non-fan huisband to either mur-
der or suicilde in a short while., . 0f cowse, ['m alzo of the opinion
that a non-fan husband would drive me to murder or a sanitarilumses’se.
Uncle Alan remarks in his columh' on the mysterious' death due to tetra-
chloride poisohing,.s.this may not be -too mysterious’ in view {08 R =h alivn 2 22t w S
research indicating ‘& number of people have been: mads rather 11l while -
cleaning' rugs and/or upholstery with carbon~tetrachloride base’ cleaners
without having adequate venilation for the roOm..s.sapparently the
fumes are quite deadly to some persons, with effects occaiionally tak-
ing a long time to .appear, and then the symptoms ‘being readily confused
with other and less deadly ailments..s.I think T'1l stick to using the
vacuum clesner and send the things out for chemical workings=overa..JWC



s Late sgaln. "Well, we'll get back on : :
/////f~——q*\3\\gﬁéf%§%\_ schedule one of these days, (This catching
(o

N up ls why we sometimes come out three weeks
3 E%ﬁ@‘ apart, Tucker,) _ ; :

- Two items were inadvertantly omitted in
the YANDRO Egoboo Poll, "Le Sacre du Prin-
temps" by Hyacinthe Hill received % points
and Dave Jenrette's "Life Cycle" got 1..

You Publishihg Giants aren't up to any-—
thing out there, are you? It seems that
there 1s a certaln Californle-published mag
titled "21", which in addition to the usual
girlie plctures offers aulte a bit of stf.
Bob Madle was glancing over a copy that Dale
Brandon brought to a recent ISFA meeting,
when he suddenly yelped as though he'd been
stung - and I guess he had, at that. It
seems that a certaln article on prophecy in
stf by "Professor A, I, Low" was 1lifted,
word for word, from "Did Science Fiction
Predict Atomic Energy", by Robert A, lMadle
and Sam Moscowltz, in the Nov, 1952 SCIENCE
FICTION QUARTERLY, Magdle 18 a bit confused,
especlaglly since there 1s a Professor A, M

— Low, who ls quite capable of writing his own
articles, Madle wrote Lowndes an inquiry.....no reply as of this wrlting,
"21" elso containe an article by Jerry Delluth on jazz, 1ifted without
aciznowledgement from a fanzine —- Just which fanzine I don'st recgll, but
I think 1%'s elther SIGBO or JOE-JII, Anyway, they at least gave Jerry
credit for writing it. _

I notice that SCIENCE FICTION TIUES mentions that ASTOUNDING is pos-
itlvely not considering ralsing i%e price at this time. I als0 notice
that copies of ASTOUNDING on the local newsstand are priced at 507,
prompting a remark from Deleese that he wished they'd do their testing
someplace else, 3

For those readers who asked for 1%, and have by now gilven up expect-
ing 1t, Marion Bradley's column. on Satanism will be in the nsxt issue.
Seems she'd been polishing up a book manuscript, which is why her YANDRO
columns haven't been appearing lately, :

I see that "pop" song-writers are back to thelr 0ld tricks of crib-
blng agaln. "Hanging Tree", from an old follksong, "Raspberries, Straw-
berries", a bastard version of the song written (end beautifully sung)
by Will Holt; "Madrid", removed bodily from the opera "Carmen"; "Stagger
Lee", a bowdlerized version of anh authentic bad man ballad (with the °
best 1line, "You can shoot who you want, but don't bloody up my floort
left out), And so on, The old standby, "Buffalo Gals", is back agaln
under a new title which I mercifully don't recall, Not to mention all
the songs of the 20's, 30's and 10's whlch are being dragged back (lkick-
ing and screaming, I should think) as rock-n-roll tunes. Don't modern
songwriters have any imagination? If I had any teeth left, I'd gnash
them. As 1t is, ITIT just bid you farewell until the March i1ssue., RSC
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The subject of Horror Fllms 1l1s one that seems to keep creeping into
my columns lately, no matter how much I try to avold the idea of being
thought a poor man's Ackerman, However, there are a number of interest-
ing Tittle snlppets thet come to mind evory Time I pick up a paper or
tune in somewhere,

- Several U.S. fans have asked me gbout Hammer Films, the company
that produces horror films some Seventy miles away from where I 1live and
I've gone through the various phases of explalning them by descriptions
of the old house that was thelr maln studlo and the resgson why so mahy
horror films and British second features are set in old houses and how
the company now have new outhougses snd studlo sets all around the place
from the profits of eples like "Curse Of Frankenstein", Revenge of Frank-
enstein", "Dragcula" etc., and now mowing on to less sélentific horror
subjects with a film based on the Thuggee murder sect ln Indig a century
ago and one on "The Hound Of The Baskervilles" in which all publicity
mentionlrg Sherloel Holmes will be eliminated because tle younger gen-
eratlon thinks Holmes ls old hat, Well, the compeany has bought all
rights in the old U,I, shocker thrillers whlch British television re-
fuged' to show, gnd in the future they intend to dls-inter and remake
such old hoary horrors as "The Mummy" and "The Phantom Of The Opera',.
while I notlce another company has Sir Donald Wolfit mixed up with vem-
pires in "The Blood Of The Vampilre! :

Now 1f we could only get Sir Laurence Ollvier to cet "Mecbeth" cer-
tified £8 & genulne X certificste —- no one under slxteen allowed ——
monster movie and retitled "The Three Nelrd Sisters From Outer Space'
I'm sure the film financiers would fall over themselves to finance 1t
in expectation of the vast profits that would thus ensue,

I om certain though that it was of all films "The FlJ“ that heragld—
ed the invasion of the large release blg studlo horror film and I wonder
how many notliced. the tragic post script to thnls perticular filn con-
cerning lts creator, Kurt Neumann?

'Film Director Dies" — "He liade The Fly", "Police' and dogtors are
investigating the death of Xurt Neumanh, the Hollywood film director
who made the horror film "The Fly", He died
on Thursday in a Hollywood hospital vhere he

was being treated, A preliminsry post mortem
showed signs of tetrachloride poisoninm ¥

"German born Hollywood director Kurt Neu—
mann, aged 50, whose latest film 'The Fly' was
a biv box office success, dled today after be-
lng rushed to the hosnital. A port mortem will
be held, Neumann, who glso produced and dir-
ected many of the Tarzan flillms, had grieved,
friends sald, slnce hls wife's death last
July, !
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In "The Fly", you will recall, the leading
character ordered his wife to %ill him because of
an sccident he had caused himself in a matter
trensmitter which had left him g half-human mons-—
ter, half manh, half fly,

Tt seems ironicsl somehow that the man who
created this very film, should himself die of an
equally mysterious accident - probably due to the
carelessness of someone else in the world of med-
ical secience,

No one could have chosen a more appropriate way
to sign off his 1life had he picked it out for himself.
"We now left the port-hole open continuously, since the danger from
falling meteorites was emall, due to their lesser velocity at this dis-— -
tance from the earth...." from "The Outnost On The Moon", Joslyn Haxs-
well, WONDZR STORIES, Dec. 1930, How's that for a sehse of wonder? RSC
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: YANDRO EGOBOO POLL _

As I mentioned last month, this year's poll should provide a very
small measure of egoboo to a very large number of authors. Note that
the points llsted are points, not votes, Votes were counted as 3 points
for first, 2 for second and 1 for third. The half-point scores occur
because the votes of fans who had seen only a few issues of YANDRO were
scored at half value. S0.....0n to the ratings for 1958: :

NAME OF ITEM AUTHOR SCORE
How To Get Along With FaaanS.....sssJ. Hensley & W. Tuckere....eess.?
Mimeograph INStructionsS.sesesssesaasdohn W, HERET L Fian weiie ras s v 50

T Was Attacked By lan-Eating Blueglills...James R, AQETE s s Vi s 50D

How To Get Along With EAitorS.......J0e L., Hensle¥sessosesavoosacsen
The VWee, Brave Stowaway, etc.... ....Jameg8 R, AdaMS.secscssasvecsoens
Helpful Household HINtBes.eeeecesses"Aunt Fanny™ (Bob Leman)seeeseso
SEreneon BRUIle Lo es sainas s bt e s saly Hhe SOLTHEDLEL 5 v vy eiiteinics sinte viaia
Keep Your Cotton-Pickin' Hends Offa My Planet...Joe SanderS.ic.sessss
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How To Define Scilence Fletlohees.sssG. H, Sclbher8.iccsisessesvsvessss?
Realities At Thirty-One fnd One-Half,...Ed WooQeseesssossancnsavesoo’
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The second "Ferdinand Feghoot" story.....Rog e e e e
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Covicdal Deokolols wa v snss cana sl fhor  RodEnd Soad s N N e S
B EAOON DUCeD e s oor wsin wis vieaiisy visnsoDert Bloehsu swiiacaienoie e an viasneil
The Flnal Trutho..-...............“Hal Jflnnasc--na-.--o..-:---‘-o---cl
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In addition, Dodd's first letter on Von Braun recelved 3 points, anhd
_the DeWeese eplstle on the bund bend bond band bind got 1 polnt.
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Watch It Comrade Letterhacks
et by—DON FRANSON—

"The.Russiaﬂ{ﬁewspaper'IZVESTIA complaing that Soviet Sclence-fiction
writers pay too much attention to future sclence, practically none %o
future communism-—" (Secience Digest) ‘ :

OHOHOOHA YARNA' (Preposterous Storles) for Oktobr S i
"Have Sputnik, WAll Travel" — A Serial in Three Parts by Ivan Terrible
Part One/ of a thoughtiprovoking sclentific novel,. T

Captaln Blastov announced, "We are approaching the Red planet. A%t
last the dream of Tsiolkovsky has beeh resglized. According to eguations
9 to 107 in his book, 'Rockets, Rackets, and Rickets' (a treatise on
space medlicine and law as well as rocketry) we should cirecle the planet
at a dlstance of nine and two-tenths parsecs. Or ig it per/sec? Can's
read his scribbling. We then land on Mare at the 9Uth parallel. Nit-
chevo! tovarisches, e are here, while the Americans are 8till back at

Cepe Cenaveral. Comrade-sclentist Boris Stifsky, whet have you to say?"

- "It is a great tnlumph for science, Captain Blastov and fellow ad—

vancers of* Soviet sclence. Just think,  ever since Peter the Great first
dlseovered Mers, we!ve been wanting to get here. Verhov, Wellsovitch,
ete., 1ln flctlion, and myself in fact, have pointed the way. Now my fin-
ger can get g rest. We shall immedlately land and begin our: scientifle
duties. Comrade-scientist Popov, claselfy the lichehs. Com-secd Tannin,
lnvestlgate the rocks, Com-scl Vodla,  Sample the atmosphere. Com-gci
Lanolin,’ delve into the magnetlc field, etc,™ He droned on and on,while
the others slept. They had needed thls rest after the strenuous journey.
Bripght -and -early the next morhing, the landed on the night side of Mars,
(To' 'be eontinued) ** -« - ' e LB e N S i
Part Two/ 'of ‘4 ‘sighificant novel of the Soviet future.

'"Now that we have landed on the Red planet," begah Captaln Blastov,
"we are gll ‘equal. Who heeds a Captain?" gnd he tore the insignia off
his uniform, "Comredes," shouted Comwscl Borls -Stifsky, "you are now
ell sclientists. Flregt one to calculeate ‘the red<shift of ‘the Stalin’ Line,
solve the mystery of-the-canals;-an&-synthesize‘foo&,-gots-a medal, and
a shorter work-week, ™ i ARE RN R B S e

=“Synthesiie-fnod?“-asked-Comrade\former—ﬂaptakn-Blastov;“Wby s
that ‘necessary? Didn't Comrade Gourmev, the Commissary Commissar, bring
enough Tood ‘from loscow? By the way, ‘T haven't geen -him lately." -

g was ‘among ‘those 'you shot during the countdown =~ don't you keep
recordsg?™ ~- - - iy : RS i e e ek A

"We cgn't make the roclket work now, Comrade equal boss, sir," said

S C)"" |



a workman.

"Why not?" demanded Blastov.

"Tt!'s reactlonary."

"Never mind, comrades, let us all drink a toast to our absent
friends, play Anerican roulette and sing 'It's a Long Way to Siberia'.’
Meanwhile, back at Well Street and the offices of TIME, plottlng is go:
ing on, Réad the next thrilling installment.

Port Three/ conclusion of the novel of the late Ivan Terrible, by Nik-
ita 8. Killov, Commlesar of Files,

In the peaceful People's Republic of Mers, all was calm and quiet
and peaceful, Nothing happened and everybody wes happy. Why not? The
revolution was assured there was no war, capitalism, enemies of the
people, or people, No people on Mzars? Cf course not, VWhy should anyone
leave the glorioue Soviet Union? Aren't you happy? hy are you reading
this magazine? It's escepe literature, lsn't 1t, VWhy do you want to
gscape?

o e . i . P e S s s i et $ e S S e . S S gy S B o S B s e . S e e e e S vl . | e e S et et e St P B, . . S S e e S . S S B B Py e e .

PRESS RELIASE #1
THE FEDERATION OF EAST & WEST

The ebove Federatlon ies an internationsl community desighed to pro-
mote the common welfare of 11 1life.

Founded in June 1953, it had on Jeonusry lst this year fifty-eight
members in nineteen countries. Though started on a small scale, its
internatlongl, non-partisan character hes aroused enthusiasm and mag—
nificent support from people of many races and viewpolints. All agree
that, regardless of 1ts present moderate size, 1t has enormous’ poten-
tialitles for the advancement of VWorld brotherhood ~ in soclal, relig-—
ious and cultural spheres,

During 1959 an increase to five hundred members is projected, As
Europe is glready well represented, the F.E.W.'s gttention ls chlefly
directed towards the gelning of more supporters in the fmericas, Africa.
Asla end the U.S5,8.R.

The F,E, W, charges no membershlp fees, but denends entirely upon
voluntary contributions on a "Pay As You Like" besis. All members re-—
ceive the magazine EAST & WEST NEWSCAST; other services lnclude an In-
ternational Postal Library, a Contact Bureau Flobago ahd Esperanto
Language Bureaus, etc; For the benefit of small scale club organlzers
and publlshers of duplicated: magazines, an Organization Bureau has been
set up to facilitate pooling of informetion

Further particulars from Peter Campbell, Federation of East & West,
Birkdale Cottage, Brantfell, Windermere, Westmorlend; England

/Ed. note; in the accompenyling note, Peter mentioned that membership
has now increased %o 92, including 1€ in Turkey./
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"I noticed the misslignment of your heads, too." &. H. Scithers
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STRANGIE FRUIT

Huge pile of fanzines this time, so I'll spend most of “my time on
those which are new to me anhd/or particularly interesting.

AVRA Vol 2 #1 (G, H, Scithers, Box 682, Stanford, Callfornia - irregu-
lar ~ 20¢ - free to members of Hyborean Legion) This.is an unusual deal
all ground. Size lis 7 x 10, reproductlion 18 a very professional-100k-
ing multilith, and the contents are devoted to, Conan the Clmmerian,and
his creator, Robert E, Howard. (Future 1lszues, 1t 1s 'promised, will
occasiohally deal with other of the early-day:stf eplcs, but the empha-
sis will be on Gonan.) The editor alsc deplores the lack.of humor 1in
this lssue, and hopes for more iln the future, Authors in thls lssue in-
clude Poul Anderson, Glenn Lord and Ellzgbeth Wilson. Despite the fact

. that Conah never jparticularly fascinated me, I thoroughly enjoyed AMRA,
RO e - = = Bpeclal Anterest and not rated, but if
=N e oyou don't enjoy 1t I wash my hands of you.

SATA #0 (B11l Pearson, P.0, Box 171,
Uurrey H1ll Statlon, New York 16, N, ¥, -
very irregular — 25¢ in US, 35¢ elsé-
where) The first photo-offset issue,
-featurihg the brilliant artwork of George
Barr and an outstanding piece of fictlon
by Bob Leman, There . 1s also a competent
story by Bob Warner, a good grticle by
Larry Shaw, and a 'separate section for
Tannlsh material which would seem to be
a mistake. Either don't try to’ comblne
sercon and fannish stuff, Bill, or don't
have such -an obvious difference in dqual-
1ty. The Leman story 1s probably the
y best serious fiction I've ever read in
“-a fanzine. Despite the fanstuff;Rating,&

‘THE - COLIPLETE FAAN .(John Berry, 31 Camp-
bell Park Ave, Belmont, Belfast, Northern
‘Ireland - one-shot — 35¢) This is the
-sont of fanzine that you .put up on’ the
bookshelf when you're done with 1t, rath-
er than tossing 1t in a box (or waste-
basket, if you're that kind). U3 pages
|. of Berry, bound in sTiff covers.l0 stor-
les,reprinted and new, . plus -9 pages of
Berry opinions and remihlscences, I dis-
- agree with most of his opinlons, but his
wrlting abllity 1s outstanding.Rating,10




15¢) Another EG fanzine, Material - mostly by the ediftor - seems
sbout standard, reproduction is readable except for the one
dittoed sheet, and in general, if you're interested in EC,
here's another one for you, Special ilnferest.

FANTARE 4 (Martin Pahls, 720 Stlnaff St., Kent, Ohlo ~-irregular/:///

HOOUS #4+ (iiike Deckinger, 85 Locust St,, Millbumn, New

Jersey — lrregular? — free — "commehts appreciate&") //6\
This issue 18 mostly notable for "Affslr Wrlst Stow 00{
Ray" by Mervin Rivers, which 1s a noble experiment NG
in something (I'm not sure what) and the editor's =
"Olean Story", which is reasonably original and f

reasonably funny. Stencll cutting on the 1llogs
is atroclous, but the typlng comes out pretty
well, - Ratlngee.ess3

GROUND ZERO #3 (Belle Dietz, 1721 Grand /.
Avenue, Bronx 5?, New York, fpt. 40 - -~

irregular — 15¢) This one bore the T .

ominous comment, "Solacon Issue", on,/ -~

the cover, and sure enough the 6 v Wt \

bigeest article is Ted Johnstone's \ ——— ' ‘\
con report, There is also ‘an art- W(' 1 /
1cle on the WSFS, in which Belle makes ™

one of the very few sensible suggestioné\\\ 4%
to come out of the whole sorry mess. Now ’,_,ffw~\b
an- 3

e

1T everyone, including Kyle, will forget =
their injured dignity and let both the org ///
lzation and the lswsults dle duletly, fandom

will be a 1ot better off, There 1s also g book

review and a column by Inchmery fendom, Rating. .4 '\

NORTHLIGHT L (Alan Burns, Goldspink House, Newcastlét\\\
upon-Tyne 2, England -~ irregular - free) All editoriale"\\\
1y written, Somehow I gather that Alan's sense of humor

is on a different track from mine, or something. I enjoyed
the account of meeting Appeltofft, tho, and was fascinated
by the Octopus Duplicetor Ink, It ralses so many interestling
questions. _ Ratlnge.s 4

UMGLICK # (Leslle Gerber, 201 Linden Blvd., Brooklyn 26, New
York — quarterly — 10¢) More or less readable (reproduction-wise,
that 1s) material by Larry Shaw, Dave English, Jerry Sohl, Marlin
Frenzel, Stony Barnes and me. (You must admit, he has variety.) Some
moderately good artwork. Gerber is plugglng for Dave MacDonald for TAFF,
because he feels that Terry Carr represents only "a small, excluslve
segment of fandom". Well, Carr ien't my idea of the ideal TAFF candi-
date, but he comes one hell of a lot closer to it than MacDongld does,
In fact, just what has MacDonald accomplished lately besldes touching
off the Kyle fracas? And what does he represent besi&es a small execlus-—
ive segment of New York fandom? o RatiNgeessolt



APORRHETA #7 (H, P, Sanderson, "Inchmery", 236, Queens Road, New Cross,
London S,E, 14, 'England - monthly - 15¢ or a letter of comment) One of
England's more controverslal fanzines, There are ltems included besldes
the columns by Sandevson and Pcnelope Fandergsste, but somehow they
never seem very lmportant in compagrison, I take issue wlith Pehelope and
her New Year's resolutions, though; ln the words of W, 8. Gilbert, more
or less, Ydoesn't the world seem miserably flat when you've nothing
whatever to grumble atf, I seldom agree with anything Sanderson says,
but he puts out a nice thick regular fanzine, e Hati o 505 |

THE VINEGAR WORM #4 (Bob Leman, 2701 So, Vine St., Denver 10, Colorado
- lrregular - $22.50 or acletter of comment pér copy) Somehow this
didn't etrlke me as well as the first 3 Worms, .though the mimeoing is
fer better than #3, Maybe 1t's becsuse Leman's humor is becoming more.
predictable as I grow in undeirstanding, or maybe it's becaude he had a
con report in thls one. St1ll, tHere 'are his parodies (and if I'm ‘not
using the word properly, foosh to you), and 1ittle bite of the totally
unexpected here and there. Sti1ll a gooé magazine, ' Rabing...8

FRAMISHED #2 and possibly last (Rich Brown, 127 Roberts St., Pasadens

3, Callf, - irregular ~ 5¢) Undoubtedly the best part of this lissue is
the reprint of Bob Bhaw!s "Fansmanship Lectures"., There is also a rath-
er old coh report by me; personally, I like it better than the one I

did for TWIG, because I stlll detest the North Plaza Motel, .and all' that
goeg with it, There is aleo a long lettor-column, some alleged poetry.
by Bill Pearson, and an editorial, : ' Wi . Ratings. l

UNEVEN (Goojie Publicatlon #3) Mirlam Dyches -- now Nirism Carr

3320 "A" 2lgt. St,, San Frenciseo 10, Calif. - lrrepular — 15¢) -
Highlicht this time’ls "CASPER FOILICLE; or: Alone Tn Ghicago! by Bob
Leman. Probebly the funniest thing I've read in a fanzine this year.
Terry Carr's "The Fan Who Hated @uote-~Cards" 1s also good...after that,
the zine degenerates. Califen seem to just love con reports., Letter
column ls short but good, | ' : ; Ratingess7

IMPROBABLE #3 (Vowen Clark, 2561 Ridgevlew Dr., San Diego 5, Califor-
nia - 15¢ — quarterly? — gssoclate editor 1s Colin Cameron, afd I sud-
denly realize. that that's Csmeron's address up there) Somehow, this 1ls—
sue seems to be mostly reviews; Ackerlonsters by Clark, VANGUARD by
Clark, bopks by Clark, movlies and fanzines by Cameron, and "The Stars
iy Destination" by Bob Tucker, Of course, there are other thrn%s; let-
ters, a short story by John Flinn tHat was sort of cute, and "Three
Sci-Fl Fables" by John Mussells, who seens to bé better as an edltor
than-as a writer, Guy Terwllleger discusses fan types.. Ratings,. ...k

SCIENCE FICTION TIMES #308 (S-F Times, Ine., P.O, Box 184, Flushing 52,
New York - Arregular = 10%) Supposedly, ‘this comes out twlce a month,
but they've kept their technleal schedule thls past year by such strata-
gems a8 publishing -and mailing 5 issues at once, An improvement in
gchedule 1s promised, and the mag does provide the only adequate pro
coverage inh the field, This 1ssue, for example, 1s concerned. mostly with
the fact that Robert Guinn of GALAXY has bought IF,. Speclal interest.



FANAC #32 (Publishinﬁ G¢iants Terry Carr & Ron Ellik, Apbt. 7/, ol Vir~
minia St., Berkeley &4, Calif. - bl-weekly ~ U for obd - British agent,
Apcnie Mercer) The fangzine that 1s indispensable to anyone interested
in learning about or keeping up with fandom, Four to six pages of com-
ment on fans, fanzines, fan projects, changes of address, ete, Should
be 1n every well-appointed fan residence. Ratinge.s«+10

CRY OF THE NANELESS #123 (The Nameless Ones, Box 92, 920 Third Ave.,
Sesttle U, Washington — monthly - 25¢ or 12 for 42) This 1s ORY!s 9th
Annish (we're golng to have to hurry to catch up with them) and is’ap-
propriately filled with better-than-average material by John Berry, lon
Franson, Archie Mercer, Terry Carr, Jack Speer, Renfrew Pemberton and
Wally Weber. Pemby hes his excellent prozlhe review column; Teber does
tricks with the minutes of Nameless meetings. Probably the best 1tem
outside of these regulars is the kick in the teeth that Franson glves
John W, Campbell, Jr. Terry Carr's new column looks promising, and the
CRY lettercolumn is better than ever, = | ‘ Ratingeseosasl

JD-ARGASSY #10 (Lynn Hickman, 204 No. 1lth, St., Mt. Vernon, Illinols -
monthly, more or less, 12 for (1) Single issue prices sre rather com-
plicated, depending on the slze of the issue. This one would be 20¢.
This lssue conbtains another installment of Bob Madle's con report —-
which begins to laok like it might turn into a permanent column. Also
o well-writteh report of his European tour by Jim Caughran, a too-shori
letter column, and a letter exchange between Madle and Willis.Rating, .6

GYRE # (Steve Tolliver, 909 So, lMadlson, Pasadecna, Calif — malled with
FANAC) This one is a 2-pager entirely devofed to a story. At the .end,
Steve asks the readers to guess what it was gbout and 1f he was serious
or writing a satire. Frankly, I dldn't much care.

GAMBIT 25, 26, 27 & 28 (Ted White, 2712 No. Charles St., Baltimore 18,
Maryland - irregular -~ free for comment) This 1s a very hard zine %0
comment on or rate. For example: #25 1ls a 23%-page fenzine contalning
articles on Washington fans and Jazz, with a huge lettercol —- even
huger because it's done on the varltyper equivalent of micro-ellte type.
406 1s g one-page newsletter (legel size, to boot), #27 1s a falrly
"standard" fannish newsletter, and #28 1s a 7-page report of the Phila-
delphia Conference with 3 pszes of news appended. One thing about the
mag -- 1t gives you plenty of varlety. =as to whether youlll enjoy the
veriety or not....that depends strictly on how faasanish you are. (It'm
not very.) The zine is probably worthwhile, just for the experience of
cetting acouainted with Smiling Ted White, SARAtINDS Sk a0

QUOTH THE WALRUS # (Ralph M, Holland, 2520 Fourth S5t., Cuyshoga Falls,
Ohio — irregular — free) Turned out mostly for the N3F, and a few out-
siders like me, Strictly comments by the editor,....this round, on the
Solacon and the WSFS. The con report was better than average (which
isn't really saying much, since the average for con reports is regret-
tably low), and the comments on the WSFS ouite rational -- though I
don't happen to agree with any of them, ' : Ratinge ...
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inswers and  Solutions - Of Sorts—
\ v adite e |

B WOOD A

The erosion of American magazlne sclence flctlon continues at a
steady pace. The wrlter of this article in a previous summary of mnaga--
zine sclence fiction ("White Paper: 195%-1954" in DESTINY #11, Fall,
1954%) postulated a number of reasons for the halting of the great maga-
zine expansion of the late UY0's and early 50's. It is with regret that
onhe surveys the present sifuation .and sees that nothing has been learn—
ed SEromiimhosbaatl Sonl i AT A BT : g I S0 Q '

Some readers of my previous articles in YANDRO have felt that I on-
ly state the.obvious, In this they seem to read somethling ‘dresdful .gs
1f 1t were some crime to spesk of the obvious, The simple 1s not always
simple -nor is the obvious always g0 obvious, E e it R DA R

I read all the science ‘fictlion magazines and have done. so sinee the
end of World Yar II., T have kept tolerably detalled notes on the maga-

zines gince 1951 to supplement Day's magnificent index, I believe that
my enjoyment of my hobby s increased and aided by my lncreased know-
ledge of 1t. 'hen someone brags that he resds as little science fiction
a8 posslble yot 1nslsts upon belonglng to sclence fiction fendom, I cen
only shaite my head in the sincere belief that such ah attitude cannot
help enything connected with sclence fiction, : :

As of mld-February 1959, I count 1l gcience fldtion titles (Ameri-

cen) and if each publishes its full quota for 1959 and no new publica~

tions enter the plcture, 6 monthly and 5 bl-monthly publlecations should
put out aboutlO0 issues in 1959, Compare this with the peak year of 1953
when U0 Americen titles put out 186 issues,. . : 2l :

™ R ) Jaa e b THE MAGAZINES - el

AMAZING SCIENCE FICTION STORIES
'ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION
GALAXY MAGAZINE ;
FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION
'FANTASTIC UNIVERSE
IF SCIENCE FICTION. .
FANTASTIC _
FUTURE SCIENCE FIOTION
SCIENCE FICTION STORIES
SATELLITE SCIENCE FICTION
' 'SUPER SCIENCE FICTION

1
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) '*Actually will pfobablyloniy put ‘out
“.,  10.1ssues ~ possibly less. T

i leting, perheps wrongly, restrict

_ any discussion to the economic; Sci-
ence flietion magnzines are unprofit-.
able, They are poorly distributed,
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Readers cannot buy magazines they can-
not find, This is such an obvious state-
ment that I'm sure there sre many who ,\f/
have not reslized this gimple fact. Of
course magazines cen be obtalned by : ‘ \\\
subscription if one 1s aware that they & \
exist. Certainly many magazines canh be 2
oftained second hand, These do not add
g penny of profit to the publisher, ed-—
itor, writer, distributor, or newsdealer,
Raise the price of all the magazines
to 50¢. It Is nonsense O belleve thal 1n,
such a limited specialist market as sclence e
fiction magazines that unit price matters. ///’
Would the ssles of sclence fletlion 5
magazines increase greatly 1f the fﬁf
price were 25¢, 15%, 10¢% If sci- (&(‘ :

/// /

/”¥/
ence flction magazines could sell §;. L /Za// J;y
-, \ / i 7

'\’/

for 20¢ in 1940 wﬁeﬁ the average 7 /,//?:ﬂ‘
factory wage was (24 a week, then o= 7 5\#/,;23
50¢ is not too much to ask when the \ffY;ZZ:Eﬁ;;/Zfﬁm__.

average Tactory wage ls almost 80 Rl

a week,

With an increase in price comes the method of distribution, The
magazines can (a) remaln in the digest slze; (b) go large size; (c) be-
come paperback books,

(a) The digest size which was populsrized by ASTOUNDING SCIZNCE
FIOTION in the mid—and-later '40's was ploneered by MARVEL TALES in the
early '30's. (There 1s such a thing as belng %00 for shead of time.)The
digest size was a novelty and received much better display than the pulp
slze megazines., This very same thing has now happened to the digest size
magazines as regards the large slze magazlines and peperbacks, Only 1n a
few sélected places do the digest size magazines get thelr covers dig-
played. More often one finds only the spines. lMagszlnes have to attract
steady readers. It is evident that the digest size will not accomplish
this today. '

(b) The early sclence flction magazlnes were large size and perhaps
the cycle has now returned, Many will point to the SCIENCE FICTION PLUS
venture of Mr, Gernsback in 1953 as proof that thls ls not the way. One
dlsh does not make a meal nor does one experiment constitute everlast-
ing proof, The enlerzement of SATELLITE SCIENCE FICTION will be inter-
esting to watch. Again it is the distribution that 1is important and not
necessarily the eize, The large slze magezlne does possess a certaln
class and it does attain a measure of dlsplay (emong the girlie and
movie fan magazines),

¢) I believe the inevitable fate of the magazlhes ls transforma-
tion into paperbacks. There are more commercial outlets for paperbacks
than for magazines. That 1s the short and sweet of 1%. Science fiction
resched 1ts hipghest developement in the magazines and the fleld of sci-
ence fictlion will be the poorer for this change 1ln its seminal source.
Note how the paperbacks (and others) leech upon the magazines. It 18

12



ironic to see how the magazines have alded and abetted in their own
destruction, Certainly those marks of personallty which have made the
magezines so individuglistic will not eagsily be transferred to paper-
backs. One of the trsite which mark the magazines 1s regularity of
schedule., Continuity is not lightly to be sheezed at. No paperback even
of a so-called "series" enjoys this., Then what of the reader departments
which solldlfy the readership and from which origlnated science riction
fendom? Can anyone concelve of a fandom born out of paperbacks? If this .
is indeed the path of science ficetion in the future, it will result in

a tremendous change in the nature of science fictidbn as heretofore
characterized by the magazines, : T e

st ol gl g At S bl e bbb b aloth bl 3 g ot Sl At dE Sl g gb gt SR il gl it dh b gledl bl b g 0 e gb Al S b bk S AE S8 98 4k S Skt
Zditor's note: For a glimpse of fthe possible future of science fiotion,
a magazlne to watch ls TRADITION, This is a 96-page magazine, paperback
slze -- agnd displayed ln the same racks as paperbacks —— which sells for
507 a copy and imltates AMERICAN HERITAGE (rather poorly) a8 regards
material, A% present, only two lssues have appeared, and distribution

18 erratic, but the magazine promises a monthly schedule, and may well
pave the way for other journalistic efforts —- Including sclence fiction,

-..-.---._....__.......-._........._..--_.—.......__-._-_—.__.._.__.__.-.._._.._._._-.-.....-_.-.-_,_.._..._._.._........._-...._.....-_....._......_..-..._......_..-....--...——..............

SHECTAIG BN 5, i

SEX & CENSORSHIP #2- (693 Misslon St., San Franclsco B, :California’ "
bil-monthly - 50¢ per copy or 12 issues for $6.00) Rather surprisingly,
the second lssue of this magazlne not only -appeared on time, but proved
better then the first issue. Fandom is already infiltrating the mag;
Forry Ackerman has.two artlcles in this lesue, one on censorship of
burlesque ads in L,A. newspapers and one on thet rarity of pornogrephic:
and fantasy artwork, "The Art Of Rosaleen Norton". (ZLnyone remember when
this wae belng ballyhoced in-fanzines? I wish now that I'd bought a
copy when I had a chence.) And Helen Urban attacks both censorship of
chlldren's reading and '"permissive" ehild rearing. Ackerman's articles
are a revelation to me, at least; the flrst indication.I've seen that
the man really can write creditably, when he wants to. (e

There are two articles on motion plcture censorship; a good general
article by Lewrence Lipton, and a short article dealing with the legal
tribulatlons of the French film "Filre Under Her Skin" by Bob Pike and
John Schmltz, Manfred Wise comments on "Lady Chatterly's Lover", and
René Cuyon writes on "Human Rights ind The %enlal Of Sexual Freedonm",
Nelther article was particularly interesting to me, but I suppose some
people go for them, On the sex slde, we have "Prostitution Re-assessed"
by Dr. Harry Benjamln; an excellent article, whether you agpee_wlth gl
of his concluslons or not. I could have done without. the Albert Ellis '
artlcle on the vaginal orgasm and the short story by Evelyn Lawson,; but
then no magazine 1s perfect. Add an editorial, a news section, a letter
column, some excellent photos and some moderately good ‘artworlk (improved
over the flrst 1ssue) and you have a mageszine well worth getting, :

a
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CRUMBLINGS

Fred W, Arnold, 1615 W, Ugth, 8t., Norfolk, Virginia

Yousll have been kicking erouhnd the pros and cons of THE INCREDIBLE
SHRINKING MAN for a year or so now, and if 1it's not too late I would like
Y0l get An my bilt. :

I don't think that any one has approached the problem from the
"where did 1t go" angle, Where lndeed did the 1/7 "inch that our hero lost
every day go? Slnce he lost welght as well as helght, we have a problem
of mass to deal with (about one pound on the first day.) There are two
possibilities: (1)It was converted to energy and radiated as some form
of electromagnetic wave (heat, light, what have you), (2) It was elimin-
ated by way of the bowels and pores,

Let us conslder the radlation 1dea, The mass 108t on the first day
would be about one pound. Now a look at what Asimov calls THE eguation
tells us that he would have had to put out energy at a rate of agbout
%00, 000,000,000 watts during the first 24 hours, You could use this boy
to 1light Indlanal No, this amount of energy disslpation, in any form,
could not pass unnoticed, Since in the story 1t dld pass unnoticed at
flrst, we must go on to the bowel theory.

At first there would be no Gifflculty, but as the ratlo of our hero's
mass to the mass to be eliminated gets smaller’ the sltuation begins to
look bad., I ask you now to piciure, if you can, the condltions that
would prevall on the day when that ratio reached unity!

On the last page of the book our hero talks about how strange and dif-
ferent the world looks now., I think that this is a clue. The world might
very well look strange and different to g man whg had just lnverted him-
self through hls own anus, :

//Well, that should settle the arguments on that., I believe you have an
astute sclentific observation there, RSC//

Roger Ebert, L10 E, Washington, Urbana Illinois
The notice on the contents page that the Oopinlons kerein are those

of the authors, not necessarily

: that of the editors indicates
a singleness of thought in the

(\@ Coulson manse, Never any argu-—

ments? Or 1s your baslc policy
well formulated by now? //Well,
actually that wording was a
slip of the typewrlter, but we
very seldom disggree, particu-
3 larly on fannish matters. RSC//
f)) Stratton's dissection was
deftly done -~ famlllar satiric
grounds, but he unearthed some
new Vogtcliches. The Gaughan

article was well written: by
1ts nature uninteresting to me
« o aspUE good,
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And I'm afraid that "West-
ern Tale" is a bit old., You'll
f£ind the pun in one of the
Bennett Corf collections,
//0h, 1t's an old joke - but
T 1ike it. BSC//

T take issue with Ed Wood

on the admittedly morose mag— ;
azine situation. The end of ’////,//’
the medlum, Mr, Wood, is not ‘ %=

in sight. It i1s upon us.

The desperate format
changes, prlce hikes, and
elongated schedules don't seem
to be dolng much good,,..and
frankly, I'1l be surprised if we
finish 1959 with F&SF, SFS, and
IF still among the exftant, I'd add ;

TNFINITY, except thet I think 1t's alresdy folded, //It has; llkewlise IF
has folded and been resurrected already.// )

The concept of & pocket size magazine 1s not too frightening to me;
the pb format makes the copy easler %o read;//%?1%//ecasler to etore; mote
compact; more attractive; and more durasble., Right? And more marketable,
the publishers must be praying at nights,

Isn't the new STAR pb an extenslon of the unlamented magazine? They
included the mag-sized STAR 1n the 1iast of previously edited works by
Sip Pohl. Maybe Ballantine is cogltating such a switch right now. //1%
would be more accurate to say that the mag-sized STAR was g mubtant ver-
aion of their pb anthologles, since there were 4 STAR pb's issued before
the mag came out, RSC//

Stan Freberg's "Green Christmas" was met wlth such a viclous storm
of critieism from sdvertising and from local businesses that 1t had to
be pulled by Caplfol,

I worl for the Champalgn News—CGazette, and ride to the out-of-town
basketball gemes I cover with the Gazette's WDWS, In the course of a re-
cent trip, we were discusslng the disk,..and the disk—Jockey—oum—sports—
cagter at the wheel revealed that after playing "green Christmas" very
early one morning, he was stormed by lrate businessmen,

Result: ban on "Green Christmas®,

It seems to have been the same all over the country. I have one of
the few valuable bootleg copies of the record that managed to get sold
here in town., Vance Packard might have bean right when he implied that
sdvertising can stand 1little criticlism...the ad-men certiginly opened up
on Freberg!

//Now that's one I didn't know gbout. T did know that the record didn't
cet much of a play on the radio, but there were blg banners featuring
it in Joe's Record Shop, in Anderson, Ind,, for awhile. {Joe has the
record shop in the state —— Af he doesn't have somethlng, it isn!
ovallsble outside of New York or Chicago.) I didn't get a COPYsssl al—
ways met ln too late on these things. Haybe I can tape Deleese'!s. You
ouzht to write SEX & CENSORSHIP about this. BSC//
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¢.M, Carr, 5319 Ballard Ave., Seattle 7, Washington :

Bi111l Connor's comments about the JW-nut that came around on Chrigt-
mes morning to expostulate agalnst the paganism of Christmas celebrations
reminded me of something I'd been thinkling about along that same line,
It's no secret that the Christmas Celebrations have gotten out of hand,
\lhen the stores start sprouting tinsel even before Hallowe'en, and the
Santa Claus Parade can't wait untll Thanksgiving, even, things are def-
initely out of hand. But I wonder Jjust what i1s the source of all this
excessive pressure for Christmas Observance? It lsn't the people who
really belleve in thelr religlon that are doing 1t -~ as witress the
statement by Cardinal Cushing of Boston last year, reminding Catholics
that Advent 1s a tlme of prayer and fastlhg similar to Lent, and that
the traditional observance of Chrlstmas is the 12 days afterwards. He
admonished them not to be led into premature celebration, but to walt
until Christmas Eve to put up thelr tree, not open theilr gifts (#hich
shovld be simple and withln theilr means) untll Christmas morning, and to
observe the perioed of Christmas for the full 12 dsys and then cléan up
and put the decoratlons away promptly. Likewlse, several Protestant
Church Leaders issued plesding statements to good Christians everywhere
to refrain from going overboard with these charge-account gifts; to stay
awey from Christmas coétall parties; to take 1t easy with drinking gnd
driving, and, in short, to "put Christ in Christmas', It isn't Jews who
are pushing this Christmas stuff —- as withessed by the recent announce-
ment in several newsSmeagazlines that there will be a concerted effort on
the part of Rabbis end religious leaders among the Jews to persusde thelr
members to protest to School Boarde, etc. agalnst the encroachment of
Christmes celebratlon and "rellglon" in the schools, (This 1s a protest
that could easily be mlsunderstood: Children need religlous instruction
in school and ho reassonable parent could oblect to them belng taught to’
observe the ethicgl precepts of the 10 Commandments,  nor introduced to

i%g% the splrltual grandeur of the Blble —

: \ but every parent would do well to object
to the kind of "religious" thinking
which glves to the tremendous drama of
the Incarnation the same treatment as
Hansel and Gretel!)//Schools have plenty
to do without teaching religlon. This
business of the schools tesching "citi-
zenship" 1s so much hogwash. If parents
want their children taught religious
precepts there are plenty of churches .
ready, wlllling, and expressly desighed
to do the job. RBC// In my opinion, the
rocent over—-emphasls of the two great
Christlan holydays -- Christmas and
Eagter ~- is not due to the religion-

- 1sts themselves. I% 18 another instance
of the Pagan world trying to tell the
Christlans how they should worship;the
non-religionists jumping on the band-
wagon and trylng to make a fast buck out
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of it! By pretending to "celebrate" Christmas and
Easter, they are smothering them under a blanket of
artificial snow and/or caster egg dye. It is an ln-
solerice utterly unparalleled that the twe greatest
human concepts (the very raison d'etre of Christian-
ity, the concept that the Great Primgl Cguse could
compress itself into a Human Body in order to 1ift
manlkind to a realization of his own Potential Divin-
ity; and the concept of the Resurrection, the Christ-
isn hope for gll mankind) should be degraded 1lnto
an occaslon for buying and selling, And it is ah
even greater insolence that it should be the noh-
Christlan world that 1s celling the tune and the
Christisns who are meekly dancing to it, The real
tragedy, however, 1s that the resentment being engendered among the re-
ligionists (i1.e., those people who take thelr religion seriously enough
to fight for it) ls being turned against each other, Christians blame
Jews for this Indecent commerclalizatlon, Jews blame Christlans for fthis
overwhelming "celebration" of a religious concept which is an affront %o
them. I sympathize heartlly with the dilemma of parents who try to ex-
plain to their children the meaning of Christmas when, to them, 1% has

no meaning. It must be ewful for them to see the jovial "celebrations'

on every side and have either to give into it for thelr children's
pleasure, Santa Claus end Christmas Tree ond all the trappings execeps

the Chrlst, or else deny the Children participation in parties and fun
for no reason that the children could understand, Too bad the people

who revere God and telte thelr worship seriously cennot joln together
agalnst the pagan world that sees in relipgion merely some pleasan®
Umyths" snd "colorful traditions". Let the pazan world celebrate the
Winter Solstice with Yule Log and Wassall if they want, but keep thelr
Christ Mass holy as it should be -- not stuck up in store windows as an
sdditional inducement for Christmes Buying! That old Jehovah's Witness
geezer was right at least in one thing, The way Chrlstmas is currently
being celebrated certalnly IS "pagsn ritusl...and therefore evil". The
game 1s true of the pagan sun-worshlp of the Easter Morning "Sunrise
Service" which certainly is IOT Christian in origin! //The trouble is,
the churchies accepted all these rituals at flrst, when they thought that
they would benefit by absorbing pagan customs such as the "Christmas
tree", and now they're stuck with them, The explanation that the customs
are pagan, while certainly true, ralses the question of Jjust how slncere
is a religlon which accepts or denles on the basisé of convenlence. And,
for that matter, we're told that "majority rules", and a majorlty of the
people in America. are athelsts, no matter how often they protest thelr
ire1th", If they really believed in God, they wouldn't be so qulck to
cheat on thelr income taX, steal from hotels, chisel their employers(or
employees, as the cese may be), and lie about their brands of merchan—
dise, Chrlistmas celebrations are doubtless pagan, but I doubt if there
are enough real Christians in the country to do anything about them,RSC//

Dongld Franson, 6543 Babcock Ave, No., Hollywood, California
The history of YANDRO ig interesting but 1t does not say how it got
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1ts name, It seoems that esoteric fanzine names are deep, dark sccrects
not %o be revealed to neos, but we cen guess. It can't be from "Yay
Down Yandro in New Orleans can 1%%2 Does anyone know the meaning of
OOPSLA, SIGBO, APORRHETA, FIJAGH, SATA and SCIENCE FICTION TIMES? In re-
turn for this information I'll explain the meahing of BRILLIG, MIMSY,
SIGMA OCTANTIS, JD, MOOR PARK and NEMATODE. //CGee, nobody's ever ¢alled
us esoteric before, Other things, yes, but not esoteric. Actually, we
explain YANDRO fairly regularly.,...uhllll build me a desrick on Yandro's
high hill, where the wlld beasts and turtle doves can hear my sad cry.."
Sound familiar? I thought not; read over your back lssues of -F&SF, with
emphasls on lManly VWade Wellman stories. As for SIGBO, 1t was .originally
two separate fanzines; the first 1ssue after the consolldation carried
the' unwleldy name of STF-IN-GEN & BOLIDE: I believe I have the homor of
first suggesting the shortening to SIGBO, R8GC// (it

_"The Referees of Null-A" pood. A.E. Van Stratton wouldn't be A4, E.
Van Coulgon? //Not entirely. RSC// ‘ By &

"...from the files of DESTINY'" sounds so lmportant and dramatic and
ell., But must you mix these in with YANDRO-glanted 'stuff? Why-not put
out another DESTINY for Kemp and et rid of them all? I don't think the,
INSIDE material is apt, elther, Ig YANDRO the gerbage~dump of - fandom?
//No, welre. just more honest about specifying where we get our material.
I took the DESTINY gnd. INSIDE stuff {(and you should have seen the amount
that I dldn't teke) bechtuse it was better than the serlous material be—
ing submltted to YANDRO, and while I prefer 16 run mostly humor I want
gome serious articles and flction for variety. We cet _plenty of serious
stuff submitted, you understand; but most of it isAn't muech good, RSC//

YANDRO consistently misspélls Moskowitz. //Sorry.// . o i

s o e s - 2 - ‘
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I'm an Individual; Jjust like the rest of the crowd I o with,. ,.Franson
Robert A. Madle, 3608 Caroline Ave,, Indianapolis 13, Ind. )
ltuch as I hate to disagres with'both you and G, M, Carr, I certaln-
ly must come to the defense of Forrest J, Ackerman. In the clrrent ls—
sué I notlce that G.M, Carr has modified her comméents considerably.Even
80, however, I don't agree that Forry can't write. I always thought he
had & clever fannish way of writing. Perhaps he overdoes 1t at tlmes,
but, in general, I have always felt that Forry has lots of talent, The
thing that has bothered me during the past few years is the way he 1is
suddenly attacked by someone wlth whom he has no argument whatsoever,
Perheps this is caused by jealousy, for there 1s 1ittle doubt that Forry
ls one of the very few top fans of all time; iIf not the top fan. He has
done more for s-f and fandom then any dozen active fans. and he Gertainly
deserves g better lot that he has been getting. In this respect, I agree
100% with Poneld Franson in the current issue. The Birds who evaluate a
person entirely on what he has done during the past six months should
walke up and realize thst fandom has exlsted for almost thirty years.
//Yell, personally I've never criticized Forvy as a fan, that I recall,
Sut since I haven't been around fandom for 30 years T have to: judge his
whbiting on what I've seen, and at.the time T commented, everything I'd
seen by him was a combination of juvenile humor and "preciousness',Since
seeing hls work in S&C 72, I'1l revlse my stand to say that Forry can
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write weli, it's Just that he so seldom does. (Incidentally, you have
now finally made the YANDRO lettercolumn...cheers.) RSC//

Bob Lichtman, 61%7 So, Croft Ave., Los Angeles 56, California

One thing, I can't flgure out why all the reviews I've seen of your
zine have been so lousy; lt's not a bad zline, if you like g lot of fic-
tion and sf-al material., //It's easy, you've just been reading too many
Ted White fanzines. RSC// _ : .

Just thumbing through before I had read the material, I noticed One
thing in which you for surpass CRY: your artwork, I sadly notice, tho,
that Buck falls to make proper credit of the varlous illoes on the con-
tenst pege. :

ng% your written material., It is mostly good, some ' a little juven-
1le in structure, but, like I sapld, mostly good, And from me, this is a
compliment, es I don't ususlly rave over zlnes thet feature a lot of
Tilctlion. :

I'd 1like to give you an rsrguément sbout putting phoney names on a
few of your features., I mean like, why do it? I don't think 1%t's espec-
1ally funny or clevéer, end unless you have the permlssion of the coh-
tributors concerned, I doubt if they appreclate 1it, either. //%hat do
you consider phoney? If you mean the Scithers item, it's what he gets
for sending an uhtitled story to a fanzine with two editors, If you mean
the Stratton, he appreciates 1ty he doesn't dare do otherwise. RSC//

I don't like your slant parentheses elther; if you must be differ-
ent on the slant ldea, why not usc something like //% That way you can
tell which part of the text 1s you and which 1s the writer's, //Well,
mostly I used a single slant because everyone else used a double one.
However, the double slent now seems to have dropned out of favor, so
since about 6 readers have suggested 1t, I'11 try 1t this lssue. RSC//

I've heard what you seid sbout someone who wrote in some years agd
complaining about HZB's column, so if I've sald anything to offend you,
plesse forgive. //You hesrd an incorrect version, 1t sppears; I have nev-
er objected to anything wrltten to me about YANDRO; what roused my ire
was a reader who wrote directly to MZB about her column, demanding that
ghe drop 1t, I feel that it's the sole privilege of the editor to decide
whether a column 1is kept or dropped, RsC/

Do you give free coples to successful letterhacks 1ike Busby? //No//

llarion Zimmer Bredley, Box 246, Rochester, Texas

To me the only apology necessary for fAckerman's Monster mag comes
from my sonh, who lles on the floor reading it and literally rocklng wlth
mirth at Forry's puns, which he loves, and oching and ah-ing over the
movie stllls, No apology is necessary for anything which gives so much
real, genulne pleasure to anyone, even elght year old boys. My son lnows
nothing of fandom, He knows only vaguely thet Ackerman 1s my agent. He
only knows that this mogezine, for him, i1s the resl 1livin' end in amuse-
ment. //You have presented the first cogent argument in favor of Acker—
Honsters that I have heard. Of course, the advance publlicity and first
comments (in S F Times and other fanzines) made no mention of it belng
written for 8-year-olds, so I've been criticizing it as an adult (or at
least teen-age) publication. But quite possibly I've been wrong —— and
before Ebert pops up sgain, I reallze that Forry was not responsible for
. the publicity., RSC// 1



Allen Mardis, Jr, 216 Lundgren Hall MRH, Champalen, Illincis

I-am very sorry to hear that a number of the fans misinterpreted
my letter, I did not defend the Bohemians in my letter...nor did I
attack them, I merely sttempted ~ evidently 1n valn — to present oxis—
tentlallsm from an unbiased point of view, //In fandom, thig only gets
you hated by both sides. RSC// I was simply settlng up a basis for
some: intelllgent discussion of the matter, Now, ‘T have been drug across
the coals as "a dyed-ln-the-garrett exlstentiaiist", T heartily decline
the title, I. don't believe in existentiallism but I like to discuss
philosophy. e { g - (ERE T

John Trimble, % Ron Ellik, (address below) ) Satist

In the letter sectlion, I found that Jim Caughran's letter sparked
comment, Where he says that you live in’ America and would probably like
to do so all your life, I've seen Japan, Formosa, and Korea, ahd none
of Zurope. I've always wanted to see "the Continent but,s.n  And I
think T might like 1iving there as much ag I'm sure I'd like Japan or
Formosa, Bub only on a standard of, living as high, or nesply 80, ‘as
that to which I em eccustomed. For me to go to. Japan and 11veé on the
Japanese standard of living...well, I know people who've dohe so (and
are dolng 80), but it's not for me, e R '

Jack-Hayden, 140 E, Mayfair, Cashetermich) ok oo o 1V C TR SR SRR G

. Glancing through my recent issues of . YANDRO, I came upon the story
.'The Solution", by Bill Beard. I chuckled at this humorous plece, tho
meny of ite subtletles escaped me. Soon a frown of contemplation cros—
sed my face as a thought struck me, I asked myself. "IFf the blog is
‘carried %o the Troitfen outpost in plpes, is it not loglical t0 assume i
that the blog'is under pressure?! And, "If the blog 1s 1like water //well,
it's 1iquid/§, 1% must be under at least twenty 1bs, per square inch
pressure ln order %o be effectlve, must 1t .not?" Yet, Mr. Kemp succcss—
fully coped with this problem. I find thot to be awe-inspiring = to

say the least. . AT i S P ,
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The last beatnik on earth wes not glone in hig room. There was a
Kerouac on the floor. : : SRR G S et aydien e
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Ellis Mills, P,0, Box 2Wll, Carswell AFB, Texas ,

Thanks for YANDRO :#72, This is thé flrst whole copy Ilve seen of
your zine. A friend of mine had one earlier lssue that he had used for
8lipsheeting and I manezed to salvage a few readable pages but it cer-
taihly is nlce to have ohe in all its pristine glory. //What's the name
of %this dirty dog who uses our deathless prose for glipsheeting? A pox
upon him —-- may his mimeo develop warts! RSC// : e SRR '

Your PALS comment brings to mind one I recelved lately; you will
not get such an offer, I am sure, due to your policy of published rates.
HJowever, I have not published anything prior to possibly the least issue
of UR which would be worth charging for and have in conseauence not
asked. anything more than a letter of comment. One kind chap wrote for
a copy of ff after reading the ORY review, then responded to6 it by of-
fering to "pay any. amount, up to five cents, for any future 1ssueg."

~37—
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As I had just finished mailing out UR 5 at 4% cente per copy I was not
too pleased by this oh, so generous offer,

Uncle Alan Mac Dodd was gently amusing and once more a mist of nos-
telgla drifts across the scene. Upon this hazy cloud is projected a
memory of the garden we kept on the farm when I was a youth, It was
quite large and each spring, when 1t came time to break ground, Dad
would borrow his Uncle's plow and There VWere Furrows At The Bottom Of
My Garden, , :

_ I really don't dig this DESTINY type poetry. The rest of the mag-
azine affirmed my desire to get more of this effort of yours,

Gene Delleese, 210 E. King, Kokomo, Inhd,

Dut wot I wrote abou% 1s for pne Mr., Pelz,

Suppose him to be a book salesman, speclalizing in older &clence-
fiction, one who has disagreements with his boss occaslonhally, espec-
1ally concerning which are the most popular authors, He partlcularly
likes Verne, thlnks his books maké more money for the company than do
such things as"War Of The Worlds", etc, The boss disagrees, calls hlm
into the office one day, to say to him, sometime durlng the conversa-
tion, "Hell's bells, Pelz, Wells sells!"

F, M. Busby, 23852 1luth, West, Seattle 99, Washington

No, Buck, "belng lazy", you do not have the ideal personallty for
handling wealth, but for dissipating 1t,

Thanks for not succumbing to temptation to butcher my anti-insert
propaganda with inserts; naturally I had considered that possibility,
but was counting on you to rise above temptatlon, like. Was surprlsed
to see conjecture that I might be a slow reader, as actually it's well
toward the other extreme, so took a think about the problem, And I guess
that maybe the trouble 18 my fast reading hablts -- according to com-
munication theory, ordinary text has considerable redundancy. Thus, it
can be skimmed at falrly high speed and still convey meaning to the
reader, because there 1s considerable contlhulity of thought even under
the sklmmlng process, INSERTS BREAK THIS UP, and leave the reader
floundering as unto having fallen off a surfboard, so that he must needs
pull back, regain his brlance, and start all over agaln.

If the "Shrinking Man" movie followed the book, than that's what's
wrong with the sclence,

Allen Mardls takes a good try as explaining Existentialism to the
Philistines, I still don't dig it, but am willing to read on without
scoffing; I don't necessarlly expect to agree with these people, but,
would not be surprised if they come up with some llluminating ideas.
Phrases like’ "strives to 1lluminate human freedom" say n-o-t—h-i-n-g,
Incidentally, I read "On The Rogd", and it made more sense than I ex-
pected 1t would, in terms of personal and observatlonal experience. I
won't resally hold that semi-illiterate Fabian Fress stuff against the
Exlstentialists just yet, //Personglity: What's wrong with gissipatlng
wealth, anyway? It strikes me gs the ideal way to handle 1t. Readlng:
I'11 have to check myself sometime and see if I read Tanzine letter
columns gt the same speed as stralght fiction, Frobably not, though I
expect that etomparstive legibllity slows me down more than inserts, but

__23 !



I suppose the difference between us 1s that I 'don't mind being slowed
down, If you want to compare notes, my readlng speed is 800 words B
; uinutc on fiotion whdther thls 1s above pver ge for fandom or not R
don t know

Sture bedolin P,0, Box. &@o Véllingby 4 Sweden % el
Will you: pleez note my’ new US<agent; Seth A, Johnson ‘339 Btlles!
8t., Vaux Hall, N.J,, and the rates //for SULTRHFANTASI// are-still 10¢
8 'CODY. ierhaps there. afe some faans who have sent money to Josse Leaf,

and never heard from'him,-I haven't too, 1% was my friend and former
co—editor Alver Appeltofft who suggest me to make Jesse to agent. I
have however got a fanzine, ENIGMA .from him, Dut.Seth and I exchange
one or two letters a weelk, so-fast'we" can with air mail and he has now
taken over mJ agency "over there",

Howard Devore 47@5 Weddell St., Dearborn Jichigan AT e
“Hold the presses' Want to distribute a ballot via Yandro. All of
fandom i1e belng invited to nominate for HUGO aWardS* they £ill out the
nOmlnation ballot; we select” the top cholces and theJ vote via a Second’
ballot we'll send’ you. Will all inelude addressed.ehvelopes f£6r returns,
Nomlnatlon deadline May 15th - please ask every fnz edltor you know to
reprint the ballot. Glve'us a plug pleese as we are runnin'’ outa: drink—
in! money. Fake up copy from DETENTION #1 ahd run 1% as neWs release.
Toagtmaster - ASINOV, play him up. //Uell I'm muéh tod honorable to
do anything like: faking a news release. waever ‘for the record, the
VORLD SCIENCE" FICTION CONVENTION 1s being held: in Detrolt' this' year '
You may receive further informatlon from' Devore (provided somgone does
not provide him wlth more. drincin' ‘money) or by being* extravagant and
- gendling 32 to James Brodericlk, 2218 Drexel: Ave., Detroit 15, -4ich., you
may become’ a member aghd’ receive all sorts of. welrd literature and fan-
tastlc propaganda. Juanlta and I have sent in our: memberships  and plan
on being in: Detroit come Lnbor Day go thou and do 1lkewiso. RSG//

Jin CBUEhFan 25 leghtway, Berkeley- M California e '

 This lssbe is’ good, ‘better than most ‘but’it etd1l has that depreﬂ-
sing alr of saiehess that 1s the worst feature of your 'mag, You should
chanpge - somethlng, sometime —- try different paper or something of the
like., Somehow, with this alr, 1t resembles, except for the lack of"
zoshwow enthusiasm neofannish crud ~- the- material isn't ‘that bad,but
tne impression st111 hits me, //Just offhand, I can't think of a SLngle
fanzine which'has published over 10 or 15 issues that doesn't give an
impresgion’ of -sameness, ‘One’ issue of HYPHEN, for' example, 1s much 1ike
another 1ssue -= all of them good, jou understand but nothing wildly
unexpected after you've read 3 or U, Look'at ORY -- or GRUE, Pretty
mueh the seme format every lssue. A better format, possibly (undoubt—
edly,‘in ‘the case of GRUE}, but et1lT a standard format RSC// " i

" Tisgt and: laughed and- lauwhed at Leman —= that man 18’ the best
thing to hlt fahdom in YEars,-//Agreed i A

21 would say that‘'everything ‘that we do” 18 because we oureelves want

to do it e it gives us pleasure or- at least more than the alternative.
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If one is forced to conform, to go along wlth the crowd, he does 1t
because he prefers 1t to the alternative, Anything you or anyone glse
does 1s "examctly what I want to do'.. //You're quibbling, but if you
prefer, I'll say that my.cholce,.ln any glven situation, is totally un-
affected by the relatlve popularity of the alternatives, My chief dif-
ference of opinion with Gem Carr 1s that I object violently to anything
that restricts my cholce, whether 1t be censorship of comlc books or
laws agalnst miscegnatlon, And I'm damned well not going to restrict my
cholces to the popular alternatives, as do the "squares", or to the un-
popular ones, as do the beatniks, RSC//

Ron E1lik, Apt. #7, 2L4h Virginia St, Berkeley 4, California

Another Galifan you've met, Buck -- I should think -- 1s Ackerman
himself. Unless, of course, you missed the 1iliCon he was at or the
Cleventlon. Sid Coleman was at the IllWiscon in '58 1f you recall; he's
from Chilcago originally, but lives in Pasadenha now.

So Stop using false arguments to avoid legitimate criticism; you've
net more Calfen then you realize. //Caughran also wondered if Ifd for-
sotten meeting hims...s0 olkay, I've met mlllions of Califen., 3ut you're
fhe only one who comées across as a distinet personallity (doesn't that
zlve you a warm glow, though?): after all, merely saylng "hello" does
not give one a very deep insight 1nto another individuagl. I never think
of Coleman as a Califan; Sid 1s a Lew Unto Himself,//

Djo Wells, 2548 W. 12th,, Los Angeles 6, Calif, (incidentally, all of
these last 3 letters arrlved in one huge envelope decorated by Elllk;
the postman has been giving us odd looks ever since it arrived) |
‘The cover, except for the excellent monster, looked so much like a

very good DEA thet I was quite surprised to find 1t was an Adkins, It
just somehow misses, and I'm trying to figure 1f it 1s Adkins' or the
stencilier's fault, I reallze that all artlsts are guilty of doing -
somewhat mediocre work occaslionally, for I have done that, myself.

Actually, I'm not pilcking on your cover. It is g very good cover.
But it's not a very good Adkins, if you follow me, //I follow you, but
none of our other resders did; most thought that it was an exceptionally
good Adkins. RSC// :

The article, "Sclence Fiction Art" by Jecl Gaughan was good, as
far ss it went. Certainly, he didn't sey all he wanted to, nor did he
put any definite polnt across, unless 1t was that artists should create,
in splte of patterns put down for them, Since that is an accepted fact
with any artist, 1t was hardly anything new.

That does 1t for now; there are another dozen or so letters here, but
this is enough and more than enough pages. On the Annish, the Dodder-
ing c¢olumn and the van Vogt parody recelved the highest praise; the
Bissnieks shaggy dog story and the Duane poem recelved the most panning,
Robert Lambeck and Ralph Hollahd both suggested ways of coping with
helto gelatine (different ways, I might add), Holland and Bob Briney
both corrected the rumor that Hannes Bok had died, Ella Perker agrees
with Busby on editorial inserts (I st1ll don't). A couple of people have
compleined about a lack of humor in YANDRO; apparently they don't dig
anything but fasanlsh stuff, and I don't dig 1%, SO.s.......long. RSO
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